
How to Stop Premature Roof Aging 
Your roof is one of the most expensive components of your home, and 
you want it to last as long as possible. However, many homeowners 
unknowingly shorten the lifespan of their shingles by neglecting their 
gutters. B. A. Harris Seamless Gutter explains the mechanism behind 
"edge rot" and how keeping your drainage system clean can add years 
to your roof's life. 

The problem starts when gutters fill with debris. This debris traps 
water, which creates a high-moisture zone right at the edge of the roof. 
In the winter, this wet debris freezes. As the ice expands, it pushes 
upward. It lifts the first row of shingles, breaking the adhesive seal 
that holds them down. Once this seal is broken, wind can get under 
the shingles and rip them off during a storm. 

Furthermore, the standing water in a clogged gutter wicks into the 
roof deck (the plywood underneath the shingles). This constant 
saturation causes the wood to swell and rot. When the roof deck rots, 
the nails holding the shingles lose their grip. You might see the edge of 
your roof looking wavy or swollen. This is a sign of advanced water 
damage that often requires tearing off the shingles and replacing the 
wood sheeting—a very expensive repair. 

Moisture also promotes the growth of moss and lichen on the shingles. 
These organisms eat the asphalt granules that protect the shingle from 
the sun. A clogged gutter provides the perfect humid environment for 
moss to start at the edge and creep up the roof. 

To prevent this, you must prioritize Gutter Cleaning 
Framingham. By keeping the edge of the roof dry and allowing 
water to flow away freely, you protect the seal of the shingles and the 
integrity of the wood deck. It is a simple maintenance step that 
protects the warranty and functionality of your entire roofing system. 

Conclusion Clogged gutters trap moisture and ice at the roof edge, 
lifting shingles and rotting the underlying plywood deck. This damage 
breaks the shingle seal, promotes moss growth, and leads to 
premature roof failure. Regular cleaning keeps the roof edge dry, 
preserving the shingles and the structural wood beneath. 

Call to Action Extend the life of your roof today. Contact B. A. Harris 
Seamless Gutter for a professional cleaning. Visit 
https://www.guttahs.com/ to get started. 
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